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Cumber Singh.   This force, which was accompanied CHAP.XXVI.
l)y a British officer., Lieutenant Pemberton, sue- A.
ceeded, by the middle of Jxme, in reaching the wes-
tern boundary of Manipur.   The Burmans were
posted in the principal town, but they fled on the
approach of Gurnber Singh's party, and in a short
time completely evacuated the  district.   Having
left a division of his force for defence, the leader of
the expedition returned with Lieutenant Pemberton
to Sylhot
But the grand blow to the Burmese power from
this quarter was to bo directed against Arracan.
The primary object was to occupy that province,
and this being accomplished, it was believed that
the force employed might be enabled to co-operate
with the army on the Irawaddy. An army of eleven
thousand men was assembled in Chittagong, under
the command of Brigadier-General Morrison* A
flotilla, under Commodore Hayes, was attached to it.
It consisted of Hovoral pilot vessels and armed brigs,
ten gun-pinnaces, and a large number of gun-boats,
each carrying a twelve-pounder carronado. In con-
sequence of insuperable impediments, General Mor-
rison was unable to move until January, The coast
was thought to offer the most eligible line of march,
and a part of the troops proceeded by sea, while the
remainder moved by land. The arrival of the former
was delayed by adverse weather; and an unsuccess-
ful attack on some stockades, by part of the flotilla,
was attended by some loss. A junction of the two
branches of the force was, however, effected; and